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The Problem: The Housing Crisis in th
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Affordable Rental Housing for the Lowest to afford two bedroom apartment in CA?

MAT Cy U v UARgsEEHc. orE/dhb) 32.00 per hour.

The U.S. has a shortage of 7.2million See: https://nlinc.org/sites/default/files/oor
affordable/available rental homes for

extremely low income renters, whose income

is at or below the poverty guideline. 2017 TWO-BEDROOM RENTAL HOME HOUSING WAGE

Represents the hourly wage that a householder must earn (working 40 hours a week, 52 weeks a year) in order to afford
the Fair Market Rent for a TWO-BEDROOM RENTAL HOME, without paying more than 30% of their income.

See: https://nlihc.org/sites/default/files/Gap -
Report 2017.pdf

California is the homeless capitol in the US. On
any given night LA has 53,000 people
experiencing homelessness.

See:
https://endhomelessness.org/homelessness -
iIn- america/homelessness - cstatistics/state - of-
homelessness - report/california/

Two-Bedroom Housing Wage
Less than $15.00 || $15.00 to less than $20.00 [l $20.00 or More

©2017 National Low Income Housing Coalition www.nlihc.org/oor HOUSING COALITION


https://nlihc.org/gap
https://nlihc.org/sites/default/files/Gap-Report_2017.pdf
https://endhomelessness.org/homelessness-in-america/homelessness-cstatistics/state-of-homelessness-report/california/
https://nlihc.org/sites/default/files/oor/OOR_2018.pdf

LTS
: o

The Problem: What is th
picture in Pasadena?
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'1 In Pasadena, 42% of renters and 34% of homeowners are
spending more than 50% of their income on housing, and

apartment rates have increased by 50% over the past decade
~éAcU 1y Cae sAEAOUAA:+ E KCh

\\\\\

¢tei E {E 1T CAEi OUEUO J1EUI UEUUOJ

The rule of thumb is that you should spend no more than 30%
of your income on housing needs. Apartment rates have
increased 50% over the past decade.

According to the 2018 count, 677people in Pasadena
experience homelessness. That number is 18% more than in

T“E HENT Is 2017 b75) and 28% more fhan in 2016 $30).

| However, there is 27% decrease in chronic homelessness,
(=, which demonstrates that permanent supportive housing is
g working to end homelessness for those in the chronic
r : homelessness population.
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Reasons why folks become homeless |
Pasadena:

Economic reasons. Today of 75% of those experiencing homelessness
IS due to economic reasons. Typically this is Short -term homeless

Chronic homelessness, which is 25% of overall homeless population
u This is Long-term (defined as having
experienced homelessness for at least a year * or repeatedly *
while struggling with a disabling condition such as a serious
mental illness, substance use disorder, or chronic physical
disability or health issue.
u This is the most costly to address

Seniors
u Fastest growing, in Pasadena homelessness among seniors
has increase by 65% in the past three years.
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WhoNeeds Affordable Housing?

Renters, why?

u Rents have increased faster than incomes, by 50% in the last decade.

u Great Recession of 2006- 2008 pushed folks out other homes into a tight
rental market,

u Households that are Very-Low, Low & Moderate Income need help, as well
as

v Middle income or Workforce

First Time Homebuyers because:
u High median home prices of $826,100.00, which is up 4.1% over the past year
u Tighter underwriting rules
u Student loan debt

Homeowners

u Need help on Maintenance on fixed incomes 5
u Risk of foreclosure




Quiz

1) You need to earn $15 per hour to afford an apartment in Pasadena

1. True or false:

2) 42% of renters in Pasadena are cost -burdened, paying more than 50% of
their income on rent.

3) GPAHG was founded to address the high cost of coffee in Pasadena.
4) The homeless count in Pasadena has increased by 8% in 2017.

2. Multiple choice:

Those who need affordable housing are:

a) Employers need affordable housing for their employees because it
hard to pay enough to cover rising housing costs.  b) The Chronic and short
term homeless population

c) The city staff and teachers




Why focus on Affordable Housing?

Because no law requires affordable housing, it always happens as a result of
advocacy. Even Inclusionary Housing, which is required, came about as a result of
many advocates.

Because affordable housing creates a healthy and sustainable city.

In a healthy city, all are welcome, and all are needed. Healthy cities provide housing |
Cegi CAE Ag I AEi ChE i ATCyU auUir UuE i A TuCEU
Element Law challenges cities to provide enough housing at all income levels, for

students, those experiences homelessness, for families, singles, seniors, and other

special needs.

Because God cares about cities, where all are welcomed.

1,250 times the Bible mentions cities. Cities are expected to care for the most
vuIneraIAAO gé UEU AEU 1T CAEU&hUATUE & geéeud oOcC
where someone lives is a core part of biblical teaching. Most of the people in the
Bible are identified by their geography: the people of Israel, Paul of Tarsus, Jesus of
Nazareth. The prophets all spoke to leaders of cities and nations challenging them
to care for the poor and widow. Jesus challenged cities to show compassion, for
example he wanted to care for Jerusalem as a mother hen .




Jesus Loved Cities and hel
responsible

Jesus held cities responsible for how they showed hospi
. strangers - (the 72)

Jesus challenged cities - /

Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the
that were performed in you had been performed in Tyre and
Sidon, they would have repented /ong ago, sitting in sackcloth
AAO AE6UE. J Zh=-=U 171 1w

Truly | tell you, it will be more bearable for Sodom and Gomorrah
day of judgment than for that town. Matthew 10:15

The Bible teaches us to care for the po

If one of your countrymen becomes poor and is unable to suppo
among you, help him as you would an alien or a temporary re
can continue to live among you. Do not take interest of any
but fear your God, so that your countryman may continue
Jch: |

Lev. 25: 35 36
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Quiz

A) has enough housing for all income levels

1. A healthy city:

B) has grated housing to protect its wealthier residents

from the lower income population
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2. Which of the following is a reason to focus on affordable housing?
A) Because there is no greater commandment than love
B) Affordable housing creates healthy, sustainable cities
C) The bible teaches us to care for the poor

E) Because it minimizes traffic when housing folks can afford is close to jobs.
D) All of the above







For 20 years GPAHG has
been a@vocatingor housing
justice with much succes




The Beginning....

GPAHG, originally founded as Affordable Housing
Action (AHA), started in the mid 90s as a
grassroots effort to address the soaring rent and
housing costs during the Savings and Loans
crisis.

It was initially sponsored by the American Friends of GPAHG
Service Committee, a program of the Quakers.
Later is became PAHG-the Pasadena Affordable
Housing Group. Today it has expanded to be the
Greater Pasadena Affordable Housing Group under
the nonprofit, Making Housing and Community
Happen.

A Brief History




Some of our Efforts and Successes

199G - the Affordable Housing Action, Gs K (redtirsor, began to advocate for rent
control in Pasadena, without success. (In 2017this cause was taken up by the Pasadena
Tenants Union and continues to be supported by GPAHG with promising results) .

2001- GPAHG played a role in crafting and passing the Inclusionary Housing Ordinance
which requires developers who build more than 10 units to set aside 15 % as affordable,
pay a fee or build off site. As of March 2019, this policy has produced over 577 affordable
hAi gE° Wigé AC TCEg gC geu 1igJ- AAO euneuod
Fund with over $21 million. These funds have been leveraged to produce and preserve

690 more units. GPAHG also advocated for an increase in the in-lieu fee for developers

who prefer to pay a fee rather than build inclusionary units on site.

2005- 2006 - GPAHG advocated for this surplus land of the Desiderio Army Reserve
Center under the famous Colorado Street bridge to be used for nine Habitat homes.

2007 - GPAHG exposed how Pasadena Manor had wrongfully evicted elderly residents,
obtained front page headlines to highlight this issue, mobilized community support, and
helped them secure legal representation so that the 157 of these residents were able to
obtain relocation costs.



Nine Habitat Units Approved in Pasadena




Successes Continued

2008 * GPAHG successfully advocated for a Housing Department separate from the
Planning Department. Having a housing department has significantly increased the
production of affordable housing in our city.

2010-AE A EUEhag Ce&e Gs KGrE i Aéhg A GAEcU Ae
20% of their proposed 800 units to be affordable for very low income, resulting in 97 units
indistinguishable from the luxury units, near Old Pasadena jobs and the metro line -

keeping cars off the road. GPAHG has met with other residential developers, challenging

them to include the 15% of affordable housing units at the lower income levels. In 2018

when a 550- unit apartment complex was proposed in east Pasadena, GPAHG won the
unanimous approval of the City Council for that developer to include the 15% affordable.
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Draft which ultimately lead GPAHG to contact HCD (the state housing dept) resulting in the
draft not being accepted without the city including more deadlines and accountably. Those
deadlines now give GPAHG the leverage needed to hold the city accountable to meet them.
Gs KGr E Umx®eCEgE éUGEUO ¢geéuU -igJ ¢gC VUi A EU
the best in the state as a model for all other California cities.






