
North Fair Oaks Empowerment Initiative

Community Transformation 

for the Community, by the Community
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But first, a very brief history: 
Why NW Pasadena became a segregated 

and a divested part of Pasadena

Some Federal Policy Trends 

that have shaped NW Pasadena



Racial Restrictive Covenants 
were practiced from the 1910 until the 1968 fair Housing Act 

Housing was passed causing leaving Blacks few housing choices other 

than to a purchase home only in NW—segregation began.



1949: Federal Housing Act: “A Decent Home 
and Suitable Living Environment For Every 

American”  
Yet, it is no longer one-for-one replacement of housing units cleared. Cities received money for 

“Slum Clearance” and in Pasadena this money removed African American neighborhood from parts 
of Fair Oaks south and north of the 210 Freeway 

“We have a housing problem and we have a race problem. 

We can only solve one…”  …

“Urban renewal was negro removal”



Predatory Banking 
(selling mortgages etc., which are planned to fail) 

Banks would draw a redline around the neighborhoods in NW and refuse loans causing property 
values to plummet. Blacks were not given mortgages, so they created their own bank—which 

become One United. Realtors steered wealthier Blacks away from nicer neighborhood



Eminent Domain

(Freeway Construction – heavy displacement)

When the 210 Freeway was built in the early 1970’s homeowners on the 210 
Freeway path were given $75,000 for their homes, yet none in Pasadena were 
available under $85,000. For those who owned cars, this made an easy exit to 
suburbs which created all white communities like La Cañada. Thriving Black 
business districts on N. Lincoln were destroyed when federal dollar were 
allocated for the 210, which   was built in the 1970s.  



1970 School de-segregation and unintended 
consequences of the 1968 Fair Housing Act

Pasadena was one of the last communities west of the Mississippi to 
de-segregate. Full bus loads of white student drove past Muir High 
School on the way to La Cañada High School—which at the time 

was part of PUSD. Pasadena was federally mandated to do fix this. 
The chose school bussing, creating a racial mix of students. This 
caused many white families to remove their children from public 
schools, causing these schools to spiral down. Today many public 

schools are doing well, but at the time, several generation of 
students missed the chance to for excellent education. 



Gentrification 
(Not always deliberate –pricing locals out of housing)

Return to cities-Life: Soaring housing cost in every major city, 
displacing African Americans to Lancaster, Fontana, and distances 
that contribute to traffic and long commutes, making it hard for 
congregations and businesses to survive.



Our Mission 

“To be repairers of the broken walls and the restorers of the streets 
with dwellings.”   Isaiah 58:12

To create a team of empowered leaders to restore a 
blighted neglected area of the city, from Howard to 

Woodbury on N. Fair Oaks to its   

once vibrant and thriving business community that is safe, 
beautiful and affordable for its residents.   
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Our Goal(s)   

• To actively engage N. Fair Oaks Churches,  Business Owners and Residents in 
the revitalization and beautification of their community as they see it 

• To secure city funding as needed and necessary  for the revitalization  and 
beautification  of this neglected part of the city 

That will ultimately result in 

Beautification without Gentrification  and 
Displacement 

This community needs to be ahead of the curve.  

Participation in creating a plan can and will accomplish that. 



Our Strategy

Phase 1: Listening-Surveys

Phase 2: Discerning a common goal, planning 
and executing the resource fair

Phase 3: Create an ongoing “dream team” to 
address concerns and make the dreams happen.



Our Sponsor- IMA 

Interdenominational Ministerial Alliance–(an association of African American pastors that has been active 
in Pasadena for nearly 80 years)  They have and continue to be on the cutting edge of justice for 
minorities. Their efforts to bring mutual respect, and harmony to the City of Pasadena 
through inspirational moral leadership have included several paramount civil rights victories for the city.
In recent years they have been doing resource fairs for this community, mostly with a focus employment. 



• We have been steady and diligent since January of 2015, when the IMA voted to give us the 
opportunity to plan that years’ employment fair with and by the community.  

• In April  2015 we launched with a potluck to raise funds to hire part-time staff to help develop and 
translate the survey, to set up survey orientations held at some of the ten churches, mobilizing people to 
conduct 150 surveys.  This enabled us to discover the concerns and dreams of the 18 businesses, 10 
churches and residents between Woodbury and Howard.  

• After surveying about 30% of our target population, we held a potluck at Bethel Church July  11,  
2015 to unveil the survey results and begin a discussion on the results, and begin to identify some of 
our first projects. 

• From this effort community leaders emerged to help plan the highly successful Northwest Job Fest  
which took place November 21, 2015, where we closed down Tremont, set up 20 booths, and 500 
neighbors from the community came together for a fun festive day applying for jobs, free haircuts, dress 
shirts, games for kids of all ages, audition for adults to be on the stage where pastors and dignitaries 
also stood celebrating the neighborhood and its history and talent. 

• In response to the 150 surveys the top concerns were about the 65,000 cars speeding down Fair Oaks, 
the lack of parking, trash and not feeling safe. So July 23, 2016 we hosted the NW Community 
Gathering in partnership with the Complete Streets Coalition began efforts to gain the support of 
the North West Commission and Councilmember Hampton so we could realize our dreams for North 
Fair Oaks. 

Our History 2015-2016



Our History in 2017

• In  January, 2017 we walking our corridor with Councilmember Hampton and other city staff who 
shared information to assist us in our efforts to move forward. The Transportation Advisory 
Committee voiced unwavering support.  We wrote to the Pasadena City Council and attended 
multiple Council meetings to present our letters with 87 signatures of people within our N Fair 
Oaks corridor.  

• In  March , 2017 We enjoyed the Damascus Road Church Mission Team that came from Tucson, AZ 
during spring break for a week. They painted over graffiti, played with kids, spent time with elderly 
disabled neighbors in two N Fair Oaks nursing homes, and to roll up their selves to clean up on the 
street. Estella at Rio Meat Market’s opened her doors. 

• The community came out and spoke at the NW Commission, the Public Safety Commission and the 
City Council presenting a list of 15 “ASKS” at numerous public meetings.

• May 8th, 2017 Council victory winning five of our 15 requests and beyond what we requested—a 
$268,000 traffic light!



Spring 2015: Churches connecting with a Purpose:
hosting Survey Orientations and conducting 150 surveys

Bethel Church, Bethlehem Church, Iglesia Ebenezer, and the New Guiding Light Church each hosted
survey orientations and trainings, which included actually going to the neighbors to conduct 150 surveys
to find out the concerns and dreams for N. Fair Oaks between Woodbury and Howard.

To unveil the survey result a potluck was hosted by Bethel Church where Reverend John Mc Call is senior
pastor. Everyone who lived, worked or worshipped on N. Fair Oaks between Howard and Woodbury who
cared about the community was invited.

Many thanks to: 
Pastor John Mc Call, Bethel Church, Reverend John B. Bledsoe, Zion Star Missionary Baptist Church, Reverend John Stewart, New Guiding
Light Missionary Baptist Church, Reverend Sterling Brown, Greater New Guide Baptist Church, Reverend John Higgins, New Hope Baptist
Church, Reverend Miguel Rios, Ebenezer Church, Reverend Christopher Bourne, Bethlehem Church of Christ Holiness, Reverend Othella
Medlock, New Life Holiness Church, Reverend James Jackson, Good Shepard Church, and Reverend Gladys Jackson, Harvest Time
Fellowship Church of God



The Results of the Survey



Summer and Fall 2015: Planning the Fair 
Churches, Businesses and Residents connecting  

for the  purpose of engaging the entire Community  

The planning team that emerged met 15 times at the New Hope Church, located at 1787 N. Fair Oaks, 
to plan the Fair. Planning committees and the tasks of part time staff included: 
• City Permits
• Inviting business owners to tell us about their businesses, getting door prizes  
• Door prizes, discount cards and N Fair Oak business directory.
• Budget and Fund raising, $16,000 was raised! Including $5,000 from the City of Pasadena and 

$1,500 from our fundraiser with a matching grant from the Mustard Seed Foundation making it 
$3,000 total.



July 2015: Our Fund Raiser—matched! 
We raised $3,000!

Dead Sea Scrolls  &  The Untold Story of Africans in the Bible

Presented   Dr. Jamal-Dominique Hopkins
Friday, July 24, 2015 7:00 – 9:00 PM 
Greater New Guide Baptist Church 
Reverend Sterling Brown, Senior 
Pastor
2162 Summit Avenue 
Altadena, CA 
Suggested Donation: $10.00
Donations will be matched and go to 

N. Fair Oaks Empowerment Project



Our Bronze, Silver and Gold Sponsors
A Jobfest and Resource Fair for and by the community  

Thank you Alta-Pasa Manor, Arnold Family Funeral Services, Arco, Bethlehem Church, Blues Wireless, the City 
of Pasadena, Councilman Tyron Hampton, Chris Assemblyman Chris Holden, CHAHCare, Cutting up, El Caporal, 

Family Promise of San Gabriel Valley, Friends in Deed, Grace Temple, the IMA, Jesus for Revolutionaries, 
Kentucky Fried Chicken, Pasadena Mennonite Church, Metropolitan Baptist Church, New Salem Missionary 

Baptist Church, New Hope Church, Options for Learning, Orange Grove Friends (Quaker) Meeting, Successful 
Opportunities, Rio Meat Market, The Big Yard Sale and the Urban Village



Nov. 21, 2015: The NW Jobfest Booths—
employing and engaging the community



The NW Jobfest Activities  
Over 500 attended! Hope for a vibrant community was being restored!

Perceptions were changing! The community is forming a collective 
voice. Leaders are emerging for the next Phase! 





The NW Jobfest
The community Connects 

Prayers were prayed, beliefs were shared,
their stories were told, and Best Neighbors nominated   



“You and your team did such an amazing job. 
With the 35 years 

I have lived in this community 
I have never seen anything like this”--Andrea



July 23, 2016: NW Gathering in 
partnership with the Complete Streets 
Coalition



The Results of our 
observations: “Our Asks”



January 25, 2017 Walk with Councilmember 
and City Council and community support



March 13 – 15, 2017  
Damascus Road Church Mission Team



May 8th, 2017: City Council unanimously voted 
to fund Four (4) of the 15 Asks  

Long asked for Safety items in the City’s 2018-2022 CIP Budget. 

At the May 8th the City Council unanimously passed the fiscal year 2018-2022 Capital 

Improvement Program (CIP) budget that included funding for four more of our list of 15 things 

we asked for. 

1. Investigation into improving the visibility of the crosswalk at N. Fair Oaks and Montana, in the 

next 6 to 8 weeks with recommendations following thereafter.

2. Installation of electronic speed feedback signs at 1329 North Lake Ave. at Washington and on 

the West side of Fair Oaks Ave. between Howard St. and Montana St. by June 30, 2018.

3. A new crosswalk with a traffic signal between 1787 and 1790 North Fair Oaks to be installed 

by June 30, 2019.

4. More bike racks and street benches to be installed by June 30, 2018. City staff will work with 

us and the NW Commission identify locations.

****Four other “Safety” requests for changes in the North Fair Oaks corridor will be studied in the 

year-long comprehensive Complete Streets overview. Results of that study are expected to be 

available by June 30, 2018.

In his remarks Vice Mayor, Council member Kennedy noted the significant pedestrian traffic of 

predominately seniors, children and vulnerable persons, for whom the city is responsible for 

ensuring a safe public environment.



To date we  have successfully accomplished

City Of  Pasadena 

Signage More Trees

Completed March , 2017 
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To date we  are following up to successfully 
accomplished

Side Walk Repairs 

Approved prior to May 8, 2017  need to follow up with Councilmember’s office 



Items Funded in CIP 2018-2022 Budget 

Strengthen the cross walk at Montana 

next 6 to 8 weeks, with recommendations following thereafter.



Items Funded in CIP 2018-2022 Budget 

Benches and Bike Racks  

by June 30, 2018. City staff will work with us and the NW Commission to identify locations.

https://www.pinterest.com/pin/240027855116701493/


Items Funded in CIP 2018-2022 Budget 

Speed Monitor to register speed limits

on the West side of Fair Oaks Ave. between Howard St. and Montana St. by June 30, 2018.



Items Funded in CIP 2018-2022 Budget 

A crosswalk at Alta Pasa and New Hope Church 
1787 and 1790 N. Fair Oaks, 

Funding includes a light!   Huge!!!!!!!!!!!!!



Items Funded in CIP 2018-2022 Budget 

Four other “Safety” requests for changes in the North Fair Oaks corridor will be studied in 

the year-long comprehensive Complete Streets overview. 

Results of that study are expected to be available by June 30, 2018.

1.  Caution Sign near the Boys and Girls Club
2.  Repaving the street with noise reducing pavement 
3.  Removal of Red zones  to be replaced with limited parking times 
4. Pocket/angled Parking  



We are just getting started 

• We have received 7 of our 15 items on our ask list

• We need to oversee the  implementation of the  4 items to be 
received on May 8th and  work with completed streets on the 
study of 4 additional items we requested,…………….. 

as well as,  work on the remaining items  in our survey

How can we , will we do it?



God is at work undoing the 
years of discrimination, displacement and 

resurrecting hope
“Once again men and women of ripe old age will sit in the streets of Jerusalem, each 

of them with cane in hand because of their age. The city streets will be filled with 
boys and girls playing there.”  Zechariah 8:4

It can happen if we work together 



We need to employ staff to get the job done

We have been given permission to use a nonprofit started by Dr. John Perkins, to write grants 
for future work. 

The work ahead will require continued administrative assistant to oversee and coordinate. 
Janet Randolph has been assisting our effort since late 2016. 

Janet is a Pasadena 3rd generation  Pasadena native that remembers 

N. Fair Oaks when it was  a vibrant and safe, employed and adequately housed community and 
she is excited about having the opportunity to participate in restoring this area where here 
children once played.   

Janet is a college graduate, with 20 years of management/consulting experience in both profit 
and non-profit environments.    She is the recipient of California State Assembly 48th District    
Certificate of Recognition for Outstanding Service  and the Los Angeles  NAACP Community 
Service Award.



• Collaborate with Complete Streets to secure:
1. A Caution Sign near the Boys and Girls Club, 

2.  Repaving the street with noise reducing pavement 

3.  Removal of Red zones  to be replaced with limited parking times  

4. Pocket/angled Parking  

• Cleaner streets 

• Wider sidewalks for outdoor dinning 

• Store front improvements with distinctive color scheme  and style 

• More business i.e. Coffee shop, frozen yogurt/ice cream to create 
jobs 

• A Job training Center in partnership with PCC

Remaining items and Future plans 



We invite You to  Support our Efforts

Ways you can help 

1.  Pray

2. Participate 

3. Donate



Pray 

Pray God will guide our steps and show us favor 



Participate – Join Today!



Donate

If you believe in North Fair Oaks Empowerment Initiative's vision 

please consider donating. 

NOFEI (North Fair Oaks Empowerment Initiative) needs to supporter to cover

administrative cost of $1,000.00 a month 
10 supporters @ $100    20 supporters @ $50.00  or 40 supporter @$25.00 a month 

Send your Monetary Contributions to Mission Door:

https://www.missionsdoor.org/project/north-fair-oaks-
community-empowerment/

https://www.missionsdoor.org/project/north-fair-oaks-community-empowerment/


Thank you for your time and consideration 


